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Frank Harjo, Chair
GIS Manager ,  Muscogee Nation

Listening and Learning Together in the
Pacific Northwest

As a long-standing member of the
Tribal Exchange Network Group
(TXG) one of my favorite ways to
support Tribes is through one-on-
one mentoring with other Tribal
environmental data folks
(especially if it includes teaching
folks about R).  

Over the course of 2023, I’d been
working with folks from the
Squaxin Island Tribe, the
Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission, and the Skokomish
Indian Tribe on a variety of
technical supports as they’d taken
advantage of the one-on-one
tribal assistance (TA) that the
Tribal Exchange Network (TXG)
offers to Tribal Environmental
Professionals. Through our shared
discussions, the idea percolated
up to do a ‘Tribal Assistance Tour’
of the Northwest so that we could
deep-dive into some of the work
we'd all been doing together. 

By Angie Reed, Penobscot Indian Nation & TXG Vice Chair

From L to R: Sarah Kowalski, Northwest Indian
Fisheries Commission (NWIFC); Angie Reed,
Penobscot Indian Nation/TXG; Catherine Harris,
NWIFC; Marissa Pauling, NWIFC.

In August 2023, we made it
happen and I had the amazing
opportunity to meet many of my
tribal professional colleagues in
person, spend time getting to
know their work in more detail,
and going out in the field with
them. 

I enjoyed two days with each
tribal environmental program and
got to meet many more people
than the original lineup. Together,
we spent time using white boards
to describe various data
workflows for water quality
monitoring projects and often had
time to get into the weeds of the
entire lifecycle of one or more
data flows to better map it. During
our deep dives we talked about
the various types of hardware and
software used at each step, how
nicely they play with one another,
and what might help make the
processes more efficient. We also
wrote some R code to help
analyze and visualize their data
and discussed the possibility of
writing Exchange Network (EN)
grants  that could potentially help
them access equipment and
funding to do their work more
efficiently. (Cont. on next page...)

Angie Reed, Vice Chair
Water Resources Planner ,
Penobscot Indian Nation

Jennifer Reyher, Budget Chair
Database Analyst ,  
Muscogee Nation

April Hathcoat
Environmental Director ,  
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Bruce Jones
SSHIAP Section Manager ,
Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission

Brianda Hernandez
Water Quality Program
Coordinator ,  Bishop Paiute Tribe

Sheryn Olson
Inter-Tribal Monitoring Data
Project Manager,  Columbia River
Inter-Tribal  Fish Commission

Lisa Gover
Director -  Environmental Quality ,
Gila River Indian Community

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3TJLv1xsGFeqUZLdpG4yyTzSTwep7fzJiz-VfpGfchXErrw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3TJLv1xsGFeqUZLdpG4yyTzSTwep7fzJiz-VfpGfchXErrw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Listening and Learning Together in the Pacific Northwest (Cont.)
Everyone graciously took me out
in the field to see where their data
starts, and the reason that they
do this work. Although saddened
by the many issues that plague
the water and fish in the region, I
enjoyed developing a deeper
understanding of how and where
tribal environmental staff are
diligently working on protection
and restoration efforts. I
recognized many of the challenges
faced with field data collection
and learned a lot about different
techniques used to overcome
them. 

Another highlight of the trip was
having the company of Jess
Kunke, PhD candidate at
University of Washington Seattle,
and teacher of many TXG-
sponsored R trainings in the past
three years. Jess has been
interested in getting to know more
about what tribal environmental
professionals are doing and
helping when and where possible.
Jess got to meet folks at Squaxin
Island and the Hoh Tribe and
spend a lot of time discussing the
Hoh Tribe’s data workflows,
digging into some existing R code
and planning for how we can work
together to improve it.  

Additionally, during a walking
meeting with Marissa Pauling,
Hatchery NPDES Permit Biologist,
and Catherine Harris, SSHIAP
Regional Biologist from the 

Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission (NWIFC), we decided
to begin a Pacific Northwest Tribal
Coding group, with the plan to use
it as a pilot project for a larger
community of practice that could
benefit tribal environmental
professionals throughout Indian
country. (Keep an eye on this
newsletter for updates on that!) 

I could not think of a better way
to end my visits than to have
Michelle Totman, Natural
Resources GIS Specialist at Tulalip
Tribes, get to learn that Tulalip
had received the $500,000
partnership EN grant for which
she had applied! Last year, after
Michelle reached out to TXG for
Tribal Assistance/Mentorship, she
and I discussed how perfect her
project was for the EN grant.
Between my encouragement,
suggestions, and work with Bruce
Jones, NWIFC employee and TXG
member, she wrote a fantastic
proposal that netted her and
Tulalip much-needed assistance. 

In the end, the trip resulted in
many individual plans for future
work on writing EN grants,
developing R code, and
integrating with other software,
and everyone I worked with on
this trip agreed that meeting in
person was extremely valuable
and helped to deepen
relationships in a way that is just
not possible when online. 

Skokomish Indian Tribe 
Squaxin Island Tribe 
Hoh Tribe 
Tulalip Tribes 
Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission 

A special thank you to the Tribes,
Tribal organizations, and Tribal
environmental professionals who
made this trip so rewarding. 

If you or your team are interested
in free one-on-one support for
your Tribe’s environmental data
needs, please reach out to us at
txg@tribalexchangenetwork.org or
for more information visit
www.tribalexchangenetwork.org. 

Erica Marbet collecting data on stream
temperatures for Squaxin Island Tribe
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https://skokomish.org/
https://squaxinisland.org/
https://hohtribe-nsn.org/
https://www.tulaliptribes-nsn.gov/
https://nwifc.org/
https://nwifc.org/
mailto:txg@tribalexchangenetwork.org
http://www.tribalexchangenetwork.org/


Establishing a national
standard in the US. for
Indigenous data governance, 
Creating an Indigenous data
standard via nation-to-nation
partnerships between
Indigenous Peoples and the
federal government, and 
Enhancing Indigenous
Peoples’ laws, policies, and
systems for Indigenous data
sovereignty led by the
priorities, vision, and
strengths of sovereign
Indigenous Peoples for our
shared data futures. 

Indigenous Data Sovereignty
(IDSov) and Indigenous Data
Governance (IDGov) Summit:
Building Action and Power
April 11-12th, 2024
The U.S. Indigenous Data
Sovereignty Network will hold a
two-day in-person summit near
Tucson, Arizona on the
homelands of the Pascua Yaqui
Tribe. IDSov and IDGov advocates
will use the summit to transition
their work from delineating
principles and rights of
Indigenous Peoples related to
accessing and controlling their
own data, knowledges, cultural
heritage, specimens and relatives
toward the following three goals: 

1.

2.

3.
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Monitoring and assessment;
 Data (collection,
management, analysis, etc.)
Water quality standards; and
Regulatory and non-regulatory
program options. 

Registration open for the
Southwest Tribal Clean Water Act
Training
March 4-7th, 2024
The National Association of
Wetland Managers (NAWM), St.  
Mary’s University of Minnesota
GeoSpatial Services (SMUMN
GSS), and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) invite
tribal water quality and aquatic
resource staff to learn how to
enhance your program’s ability to
implement Clean Water Act (CWA)
programs. 
  

The training workshop will
address four areas key to water
programs: 

1.
2.

3.
4.

Limited travel scholarship
funding available to help defray
expenses as needed, see website
for more info.
Registrations due: 01/26/2024 or
until maximum capacity reached. 

TXG’s Tribal Data Drop-In
Sessions
Next Session: November 16th,
2024
On a monthly basis, TXG
members and professional
associates alike join together to
host a 1-hour Tribal Data Drop-In
session. Sessions cover a wide
range of topics around Tribal
environmental data including R
coding, general data management
topics, Survey123, mapping, etc. 
Bring your data management
question to an upcoming Tribal
Data Drop-In session and join in a
safe, pressure-free
troubleshooting environment.
Details & links here.
No registration deadlines.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Learn about important
Exchange Network information
and updates.
Share challenges and
opportunities to improve the
Exchange Network’s
collaborative model,
communication channels, and
technical framework.
Learn about innovative ways
EPA, States and Tribes are
using the Exchange Network.

The Forum will meet the second
Thursday of every month via
Zoom. Link in title above.

GET IT ON YOUR
CALENDAR:

EPA‘s Exchange Network Forum
November 9th, 2024 
The Exchange Network is a
community that works together
to improve data sharing, leading
to better decision-making to
protect people and the
environment.

The forum is a venue to discuss
how to improve and better use
the Exchange Network’s services
and partnerships to share
information among EPA, States,
and Tribes. The Forum provides
an opportunity for Exchange
Network partners to:

https://usindigenousdatanetwork.org/us-indigenous-data-sovereignty-governance-summit/
https://usindigenousdatanetwork.org/us-indigenous-data-sovereignty-governance-summit/
https://usindigenousdatanetwork.org/us-indigenous-data-sovereignty-governance-summit/
https://usindigenousdatanetwork.org/us-indigenous-data-sovereignty-governance-summit/
https://nawm.org/southwest-tribal-clean-water-act-training
https://nawm.org/southwest-tribal-clean-water-act-training
https://nawm.org/southwest-tribal-clean-water-act-training
https://usepa.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIscu6grzIqGjonHRZ0sOdsIJzTfRZuMaA


The Center is partnering with 57
Indigenous communities and
dozens of institutions and
organizations, and has a team of
over 50 scientists and scholars
from around the world. A Data
Sovereignty Working Group will
be part of this work. 

EPA’s Thriving Communities
Technical Assistance Centers
Launched 
EPA’s Thriving Communities
Technical Assistance Centers
launched in September. They will
provide technical assistance and
grant writing support to
community-based nonprofit
organizations, tribes and local
governments so that they’re
ready for the $550 million EPA
Environmental  Justice Thriving
Communities Grant Making
Program. 

Make sure that you have signed
up to receive this help! The
compiled submissions –
assembled in a publicly available
Excel sheet -- will also help you
identify like-minded
organizations in your region to
partner with for funding
opportunities. 

Center for Braiding Indigenous
Knowledges and Science (CBIKS)
Launches
CBIKS “will examine how to
effectively and ethically braid
Western and Indigenous science
research, education, and practice
related to the urgent and
interconnected challenges of
climate change, cultural places,
and food security.” CBIKS is
supported by National Science
Foundation (NSF) 5-year, $30-
million grant. This is the first
research hub funded by NSF’s
Science and Technology Centers
Program. 
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TRAININGS &  RESOURCES

NEW—Learn how to Register in
SAM.gov and Grants.gov to
apply for EPA grants. Aimed to
help you register your
organization in SAM.gov,
create an applicant profile in
Grants.gov.
How to Develop a Budget
training will help you prepare
work plans, budgets, and
budget narratives for EPA
grants. 
EPA Grants Management
Training for Applicants and
Recipients introduces key
aspects of the grant life cycle
starting with preparing an
application through closing
out a grant.

EPA Grants Trainings Available
EPA’s Office of Grants and
Debarment is pleased to
announce the availability of
several new and updated training
resources for grant applicants
and recipients:

EPA Tools & Resources Webinar
Series
EPA Tools and Resources Webinar
Series Click here to see all past
and upcoming webinars hosted
by the EPA. 

Software Licensing Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQ): A
Resource for Tribal
Environmental Professionals
This document provides
information on sensible and
efficient approaches for tribes
who use federal funding to
procure software and support its
longer-term operations and
maintenance costs. A compliment
document, the Software
Procurement Roadmap for Tribes
provides a step by step roadmap
for procuring software.
For questions, contact Jessica
Snyder, Office of E-Enterprise at
snyder.jessica@epa.gov.

Environmental Protection
Network’s Free Technical
Assistance 
The Environmental Protection
Network (EPN) is providing NO-
COST assistance to tribes. Their
network of over 550 EPA alumni
volunteers can help tribes
effectively and meaningfully
participate in government
decision-making by helping them
navigate EPA, potential grants,
regulatory processes, federal
policies, and publicly available
data to support their work. You
can view their webpage to view
their focus, past projects,
services types, contact
information and more. 

In addition, the American Indian
Environmental Office (AIEO) and
EPN have a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) that is
focused on helping tribes to
address their climate adaptation
priorities, though the technical
assistance available from EPN
isn’t limited to climate
adaptation or this MOU.
 

If you’re interested in receiving
free technical assistance, please
visit the EPN website, or contact
Davina Resto at
Davina.Resto@environmentalprot
ectionnetwork.org. 

Institute for Tribal
Environmental Professionals
Online Courses
The Institute for Tribal
Environmental Professionals
(ITEP) Click Here for ITEP’s new
Tribal Environmental
Management and Planning Online
Courses. Sign up for a self-paced
course hosted by ITEP’s Waste
and Response and Tribal Air
Quality programs.

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-technical-assistance-centers
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-technical-assistance-centers
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-grantmaking-program__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!XVUPEg1ATm0ecGbzLJTJGE4sX1d9a0Xl5IJKagAX61XY2cCBDS1Y_ajjMmjfxDjq3ocTY5BRJb0XR99yOpLLn2HUt563NwzGM1w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-grantmaking-program__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!XVUPEg1ATm0ecGbzLJTJGE4sX1d9a0Xl5IJKagAX61XY2cCBDS1Y_ajjMmjfxDjq3ocTY5BRJb0XR99yOpLLn2HUt563NwzGM1w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-grantmaking-program__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!XVUPEg1ATm0ecGbzLJTJGE4sX1d9a0Xl5IJKagAX61XY2cCBDS1Y_ajjMmjfxDjq3ocTY5BRJb0XR99yOpLLn2HUt563NwzGM1w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-grantmaking-program__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!XVUPEg1ATm0ecGbzLJTJGE4sX1d9a0Xl5IJKagAX61XY2cCBDS1Y_ajjMmjfxDjq3ocTY5BRJb0XR99yOpLLn2HUt563NwzGM1w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-thriving-communities-grantmaking-program__;!!Dq0X2DkFhyF93HkjWTBQKhk!XVUPEg1ATm0ecGbzLJTJGE4sX1d9a0Xl5IJKagAX61XY2cCBDS1Y_ajjMmjfxDjq3ocTY5BRJb0XR99yOpLLn2HUt563NwzGM1w$
https://forms.gle/NsgRerG4FwQhXftS7
https://forms.gle/NsgRerG4FwQhXftS7
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1XBvx4ZM70YVY5DuCJ4gkmogC_d41BtjbwDi2faY-SW4/edit?resourcekey#gid=995790118
https://lnkd.in/gU7_J24c
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-science-foundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/national-science-foundation/
http://sam.gov/
http://grants.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/grants/epa-grants-management-training-applicants-and-recipients
https://www.epa.gov/research-states/epa-tools-and-resources-webinar-series
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/tribal-software-faq.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/tribal-software-faq.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/tribal-software-faq.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/tribal-software-faq.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/software-procurement-roadmap-for-tribes.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-12/software-procurement-roadmap-for-tribes.pdf
mailto:snyder.jessica@epa.gov
https://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/
mailto:Davina.Resto@environmentalprotectionnetwork.org
mailto:Davina.Resto@environmentalprotectionnetwork.org
https://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/training/
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ENVIRONMENTAL DATA UPDATES

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency released first set of data
collected under the fifth
Unregulated Contaminant
Monitoring Rule (UCMR 5). 
In the latest action to deliver on
EPA’s PFAS Strategic Roadmap,
UCMR 5 will provide new data
that will improve EPA’s
understanding of the frequency
that 29 PFAS and lithium are
found in the nation’s drinking
water systems, and at what
levels. The monitoring data on
PFAS and lithium will help the
Agency make determinations
about future actions to protect
public health under the Safe
Drinking Water Act. This action
advances the Biden-Harris
Administration’s commitment to
combat PFAS pollution and
safeguard drinking water for all
people. 
 

EPA is also deploying $9 billion,
included in President Biden’s
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law,
specifically to invest in
communities with drinking water
impacted by PFAS and other
emerging contaminants. This
includes $4 billion via the
Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund (DWSRF) and $5 billion
through EPA’s “Emerging
Contaminants in Small or
Disadvantaged Communities”
grant program. States, Tribes and
communities can further leverage
an additional nearly $12 billion in
BIL DWSRF funds and billions
more in annual SRF funds
dedicated to making drinking
water safer. These funds will help
communities make important
investments in solutions to
remove PFAS from drinking water. 
For more information visit EPA’s
Ground Water and Drinking Water
webpage. 

EPA has finalized the reporting
and recordkeeping requirements
for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl
Substances (PFAS) under the
Toxic Substances Control Act
(TSCA). In accordance with
obligations under TSCA, EPA is
requiring any person that
manufactures (including import)
or has manufactured (including
imported) PFAS or PFAS-
containing articles in any year
since January 1, 2011, to
electronically report information
regarding PFAS uses, production
volumes, disposal, exposures,
and hazards. The finalized rule
will assist EPA to understand who 

BLM Riparian and Wetland AIM
data is now publicly available
Anyone can now access BLMs
high quality Riparian and Wetland
monitoring data for assessing
natural resource condition and
trend on BLM-managed public
lands. 
 

Learn more about BLM AIM data
here: https://www.blm.gov/AIM. 

Indigenous Governance Database
(IGD) 
The IGD is a collection of more
than 1600 video, audio and text-
based resources highlighting
Indigenous perspectives on hot
topics like Native nation building,
Tribal citizenship, Traditional
Ecological Knowledge, self-
determination and more. 
 

Learn more about this valuable
resource for students, scholars
and anyone else interested in
learning more about Native
nation on our website.

U.S. EPA Finalized Reporting and
Recordkeeping Requirements for
PFAS under the Toxic Substances
Control Act 

is using PFAS, how they are being
used, and in what quantities. This
rule will produce actionable data
that can be used by EPA, as well
as state, local, and Tribal
governments to craft policies and
laws that protect people from
dangerous “forever chemicals.”
For more information, please
visit:
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-
and-managing-chemicals-under-
tsca/tscasection-8a7-reporting-
and-recordkeeping 

http://url6130.epa.mediaroom.com/ls/click?upn=-2BroytcZInNRyuFbAvAoN5dQpeWz6ROmTfQ-2B8R9uMH6rOzhfFOkDPp4I5C-2BwCJRT1AmKW2PXQX3LFZaVPxIYIXR-2F4GQVAIAOurMJ9IIiDcGT3yImNLqHoGlAL90Z3ms1t7eb6_5G3AxVLwLaEDPElHG-2B1waOy1c2hZRHIIST-2FAADagdV5PuGjl2V-2Brl6pop11RI7RqSz4CQJxMCZu-2BJnMgp1RQafAketIcQSE9Dz-2BH-2F9O6Ta1SOfbft8aHJyFMDVl1MWUaX6Nn4Annm4I7zxlQpdf1-2FYD5NiwLVjLv01PnLnNVpXlRbVUuGlf4AoZ8nnhgrJ0H9hSyBkvVsIt3PXyOK61-2BgBxwA-2FPL0etXfv9lu87uaoWNtNpGiykSApVMyD9-2BVtR-2F
http://url6130.epa.mediaroom.com/ls/click?upn=-2BroytcZInNRyuFbAvAoN5TSR0-2BNtoZ9Cv-2FEHAj6qJvACkYA52QSR47Sthp8NlycMW4-2BrhXOFXPzi-2BOzQTv7EpbOuAKC-2BkDhNC1pGkbSob2p5uwFHkt8zKlsijQphYbwJcPRJ_5G3AxVLwLaEDPElHG-2B1waOy1c2hZRHIIST-2FAADagdV5PuGjl2V-2Brl6pop11RI7RqSz4CQJxMCZu-2BJnMgp1RQafAketIcQSE9Dz-2BH-2F9O6Ta3jigRcdlHa-2FUHvkBoIgc8zCoDMqvwit4f4tRYc1r1QwG0bPII-2FZPP1YhhaxDVUad96y1asiCuan7HHChy3-2F7NBGkPm8MtjW6VjWazRGcz2GSX5dsAjunqp0jkOmwACjZ5Edm6mYvqVD2kwv2X8GaWR
http://url6130.epa.mediaroom.com/ls/click?upn=-2BroytcZInNRyuFbAvAoN5S-2BJfyXTYEnYIwX0DSWOFujTqNo4a3vgYzxY-2FY3e0QC-2BkhiwlxUzG99JGwVHsHI1H197jJfEYPsnblzoFYvQhHg-3DCTT__5G3AxVLwLaEDPElHG-2B1waOy1c2hZRHIIST-2FAADagdV5PuGjl2V-2Brl6pop11RI7RqSz4CQJxMCZu-2BJnMgp1RQafAketIcQSE9Dz-2BH-2F9O6Ta0mikg5Zu59sAohWgJy6S0tBA44MEKXkz5Qv2NoXR7eoDHbIYffN305zWeLE7JhDJI2BbwuCEnMlBC4iNQq-2B8a5Z6adS7-2Bji8DgGFMb5DQlTIMpTVt6fHSzk7DIDJTgRuCyT3xLVE0kiVO4tupOJ7EL
http://url6130.epa.mediaroom.com/ls/click?upn=-2BroytcZInNRyuFbAvAoN5UXos8bttfYZN29niwJWVhTHtf7eTm9-2BU2RNLa5RTPEhVHKsN7CisOUM9fgT-2FweCjg-3D-3D77Xo_5G3AxVLwLaEDPElHG-2B1waOy1c2hZRHIIST-2FAADagdV5PuGjl2V-2Brl6pop11RI7RqSz4CQJxMCZu-2BJnMgp1RQafAketIcQSE9Dz-2BH-2F9O6Ta3UjETUh-2B10wJ6Jh2OuYhb1cVxNCOQ6HoSh7mzlJZ-2BGBc4AI1CkLl4q0E9Cqpl3pvr55pnHU6cpdjGjJQ5pAalIuQ3z6h6Ufvaf-2FDZWcSZO9vl8xqCVvSemNVyDbLtWfWy4WNRgaOoyRumZPt-2FjW5XB
http://url6130.epa.mediaroom.com/ls/click?upn=-2BroytcZInNRyuFbAvAoN5UXos8bttfYZN29niwJWVhTHtf7eTm9-2BU2RNLa5RTPEhVHKsN7CisOUM9fgT-2FweCjg-3D-3D77Xo_5G3AxVLwLaEDPElHG-2B1waOy1c2hZRHIIST-2FAADagdV5PuGjl2V-2Brl6pop11RI7RqSz4CQJxMCZu-2BJnMgp1RQafAketIcQSE9Dz-2BH-2F9O6Ta3UjETUh-2B10wJ6Jh2OuYhb1cVxNCOQ6HoSh7mzlJZ-2BGBc4AI1CkLl4q0E9Cqpl3pvr55pnHU6cpdjGjJQ5pAalIuQ3z6h6Ufvaf-2FDZWcSZO9vl8xqCVvSemNVyDbLtWfWy4WNRgaOoyRumZPt-2FjW5XB
http://url6130.epa.mediaroom.com/ls/click?upn=-2BroytcZInNRyuFbAvAoN5UXos8bttfYZN29niwJWVhTHtf7eTm9-2BU2RNLa5RTPEhVHKsN7CisOUM9fgT-2FweCjg-3D-3D77Xo_5G3AxVLwLaEDPElHG-2B1waOy1c2hZRHIIST-2FAADagdV5PuGjl2V-2Brl6pop11RI7RqSz4CQJxMCZu-2BJnMgp1RQafAketIcQSE9Dz-2BH-2F9O6Ta3UjETUh-2B10wJ6Jh2OuYhb1cVxNCOQ6HoSh7mzlJZ-2BGBc4AI1CkLl4q0E9Cqpl3pvr55pnHU6cpdjGjJQ5pAalIuQ3z6h6Ufvaf-2FDZWcSZO9vl8xqCVvSemNVyDbLtWfWy4WNRgaOoyRumZPt-2FjW5XB
https://arcg.is/98aea
https://arcg.is/98aea
https://arcg.is/98aea
https://www.blm.gov/AIM
https://nni.arizona.edu/news/Indigenous-governance-database-500k-views
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/tscasection-8a7-reporting-and-recordkeeping
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/tscasection-8a7-reporting-and-recordkeeping
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/tscasection-8a7-reporting-and-recordkeeping
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/tscasection-8a7-reporting-and-recordkeeping


FUNDING & CONSULTATION OPPORTUNITIES
NOAA’s National Integrated
Drought Information System
(NIDIS) funding announced  
Approximately $2 million in
funding for projects is available
to support tribal drought
resilience as part of President
Biden’s Investing in America
agenda. This investment will help
tribal nations address current
and future drought risk on tribal
lands across the Western U.S.
while informing decision-making
and strengthening tribal drought
resilience in a changing climate. 
Proposals may request funding of
up to $700,000 total to be
disseminated in the first year and
expended over three years in the
form of cooperative agreements.  
Application Deadline: 2/24/2024.

Multipurpose, Assessment, and
Cleanup SN  announced. 
In late September, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) announced the availability
of $235 million in grants from
President Biden’s Investing in
America agenda to assess and
clean up polluted brownfield
sites across the country. The new
grants through EPA’s Brownfields
Multipurpose, Assessment, and
Cleanup (MAC) program will
advance environmental justice
and help transform what were
once polluted, vacant, and
abandoned properties into
community assets while spurring
economic revitalization in
underserved communities. 
EPA anticipates awarding
approximately 200 grants
nationwide this cycle at amounts
ranging from $500,000 to $5
million per award. 
Applications due: 11/10/2023.

.

NOAA Coastal Habitat
Restoration and Resilience
Grants for Tribes and
Underserved Communities 
$45 million in funding is available
for projects that will advance the
coastal habitat restoration and
climate resilience priorities of
tribes and underserved
communities under the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law and Inflation
Reduction Act. Through this
funding, NOAA will help support
community-driven habitat
restoration and build the
capacity of tribes and
underserved communities to
more fully participate in
restoration activities.
Applications due: 12/19/2023.

2023 Environmental Education
(EE) Local Grant Program 
$3.6 million in funding for locally-
focused environmental education
grants is now available. EPA will
award grants in each of EPA’s 10
Regions, between
$50,000-$100,000 each, for a
total of 30-40 grants nationwide.
The program includes support for
projects that reflect the
intersection of environmental
issues with climate change
adaptation and mitigation
strategies, preventing future
water quality and human health
issues, in addition to other
environmental topics. 
Applications due: 11/8/2023.
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FCC's Office of Native Affairs and
Policy is Seeking Comments on
Tribal Nation's Wireless Access 
The Office of Native Affairs and
Policy at the Federal
Communication Department
(FCC) released a Public Notice
(Notice) seeking public comment
on ways in which the Commission
can improve its understanding of
how and the extent to which
Tribal Nations and the Native
Hawaiian Community, as defined
in the Notice, are able to access
wireless spectrum.   

Electronic filings can be
submitted by going to the Submit
a Standard Filing portion of the
Commission’s Electronic
Comment Filing System, where
you can begin by entering the
docket number “23-265” in the
“Proceeding(s)” field. For more
detailed information, including
how to submit paper filings,
please refer to the Notice. 
Comment Deadline: November
30, 2023.

November Reader
Poll 

What type of data
management training

would most benefit
your Tribal

Environmental
Program?

Follow the l ink below
to answer:

BIT.LY/3P4S5QB
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https://www.noaa.gov/inflation-reduction-act
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/350282
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/350282
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/350282
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/350282
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http://url6130.epa.mediaroom.com/ls/click?upn=-2BroytcZInNRyuFbAvAoN5c8-2F6Nt54txgsAIf162W5SO1yEm1DcdG2Hx8XXuFoqZjXiT4_5G3AxVLwLaEDPElHG-2B1waOy1c2hZRHIIST-2FAADagdV5PuGjl2V-2Brl6pop11RI7Rq4uUErVqoYAnK5KuPzjWLkGMeq0gkJ9LW-2FxICJ55yn4AxyEJpzkUD4F-2BHoQRiHlFaahb-2BYk-2FzgdyO-2Fl-2BcaY-2BqWOdfhpe2ogaLi7Jbh5qPOeWbkMlR4sEk2ofTKUcHoJNll0dLtvFtm-2BeFd6Y3DaTDqky8Ctn5wlv9lxlRtI5ZJ7FOFuAQ84Dg4lEiAETKypL-2F
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/coastal-habitat-restoration-and-resilience-grants-tribes-and-underserved-communities#:~:text=%2445%20million%20in%20funding%20is%20available%20for%20projects%20that%20will,Law%20and%20Inflation%20Reduction%20Act.
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/coastal-habitat-restoration-and-resilience-grants-tribes-and-underserved-communities#:~:text=%2445%20million%20in%20funding%20is%20available%20for%20projects%20that%20will,Law%20and%20Inflation%20Reduction%20Act.
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/coastal-habitat-restoration-and-resilience-grants-tribes-and-underserved-communities#:~:text=%2445%20million%20in%20funding%20is%20available%20for%20projects%20that%20will,Law%20and%20Inflation%20Reduction%20Act.
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/grant/coastal-habitat-restoration-and-resilience-grants-tribes-and-underserved-communities#:~:text=%2445%20million%20in%20funding%20is%20available%20for%20projects%20that%20will,Law%20and%20Inflation%20Reduction%20Act.
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/habitat-restoration-under-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-and-inflation-reduction-act
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/habitat-restoration-under-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-and-inflation-reduction-act
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/habitat-conservation/habitat-restoration-under-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-and-inflation-reduction-act
https://www.epa.gov/education/grants
https://www.epa.gov/education/grants
https://www.epa.gov/education/grants
https://www.fcc.gov/document/pn-tribal-spectrum-access-and-data
https://www.fcc.gov/document/pn-tribal-spectrum-access-and-data
https://www.fcc.gov/document/pn-tribal-spectrum-access-and-data
https://www.fcc.gov/document/pn-tribal-spectrum-access-and-data
https://www.fcc.gov/document/pn-tribal-spectrum-access-and-data
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings/standard
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings/standard
http://bit.ly/3P4S5QB
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Data Sovereignty and
Collaboration with Indigenous
Groups ©HPCWire, 8/2/23.

Applying the ‘CARE Principles for
Indigenous Data Governance’ to
ecology and biodiversity research
©Nature - Ecology & Evolution
Paper, 8/9/23.

The power of Indigenous voices
and data supporting the green
transition ©EurekAlert!, 7/29/23.

EPA Needs to Develop A Business
Case for Replacing Legacy Air
Quality Data Systems
©Government Accountability
Office, 09/23.

How Indigenous Groups are
Leading the Way on Data Privacy
©Scientific American, 6/7/23.

Indigenous Data Sovereignty
©Open Data for Development
Network, 10/31/23.

TRIBAL DATA IN THE NEWS

Application status letters went out Aug. 28th; the EN Grant Program staff is
currently processing selected applications. 
Please keep an eye out for emails from grant staff, as application errors need
to be corrected before processing; delays in responding or providing updated
documents will further delay award finalization. 
Staff will be reaching out to any organizations whose indirect cost rates
expired on September 30th; there are three options: 

Use an updated rate agreement OR draft rate agreement, as submitted to
DOI (and update application with the new rate as needed); 
Use the de minimus rate of 10%; or 
Work with EPA to submit an exemption, allowing you to use your old rate. 

Tentative timeline is for awards to be processed in late October to mid-
November 
Note: Although awards are delayed, period of performance dates will remain
October 1st, 2023, to September 30th, 2026. 

The first round of semi-annual reports will therefore be due on the standard
schedule per our Terms and Conditions (March 31st, due in CDX by April
30th). 

The EN Grant Program met & exceeded its Tribal commitment this year (at least
20% of total funding to be awarded to tribal grantees); the office will be
sharing more details on that in the future.  
Once all awards are final, the list of awardees and a summary of their projects
will be available on the EN website here:
https://www.epa.gov/exchangenetwork/previous-exchange-network-grant-
projects 

If you filed for an Exchange Network (EN) Grant this fiscal year, please see below
for updates from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):

Did your Tribal Environmental Program recently receive an Exchange Network
Grant? We’d love to hear about it! Reach out at TXG@TribalExchangeNetwork.org
to share your story and be featured in an upcoming newsletter.

Find out more about the Exchange Network & its Grant Program 

https://www.hpcwire.com/2023/08/02/pearc23-day-three-data-sovereignty-and-collaboration-with-indigenous-groups/
https://www.hpcwire.com/2023/08/02/pearc23-day-three-data-sovereignty-and-collaboration-with-indigenous-groups/
https://www.hpcwire.com/2023/08/02/pearc23-day-three-data-sovereignty-and-collaboration-with-indigenous-groups/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-023-02161-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-023-02161-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-023-02161-2
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/994132
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/994132
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/994132
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-105618.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-105618.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-23-105618.pdf
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how-indigenous-groups-are-leading-the-way-on-data-privacy/
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JOB & INTERNSHIP BOARD
Community Climate Adaptation
Coordinator, International Arctic
Research Center, University of AK
This position will serve as a liaison
between the AK CASC and communities
in Southeast Alaska. Primary
responsibilities will be to coordinate
community climate adaptation needs
assessments, projects, and initiatives;
facilitate information exchange among
communities, the university, and agency
partners; and develop and implement
climate adaptation projects. This
position can be based in any Southeast
Alaska community. 
Applications due: ASAP

Data Architect, Columbia River Inter-
Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC)
The Data Architect will have primary
responsibility for storing and providing
CRITFC data and will help to utilize our
data more fully to make the best
scientific and administrative decisions.
The ideal candidate for this role is an IT
professional who has a strong
connection to the natural
world and a strong desire to be of
service to our region’s tribes.
Applications due: ASAP

GIS Data Technician, Northwest Indian
Fisheries Commission (NWIFC)
Assist in the development and
management of the Case Area habitat
data, by identifying, integrating, and
organizing tribal, state, federal data for
integration into AquaScape. Assist with
the sharing of data with the member
tribes.
Applications due: 11/7/2023

GIS Manager, Nisqually Indian Tribe
The GIS Manager leads the GIS team in
support of the GIS needs of all tribal
departments. The GIS Manager’s
responsibilities include, but are not
limited to, GIS staff supervision, project
management, budget development and
management, SQL Server database
administration, and enterprise GIS
system planning and administration.
Open till filled; Posted: 10/23/2023.

Environmental Data Analyst/Wetland
Coordinator, Hoopa Valley Tribe
Open till filled; Posted: 10/17/23.

Environmental Protection Specialist,
Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe
Open until filled; Posted 10/22/2023

http://tribalexchangenetwork.org/
https://careers.alaska.edu/en-us/job/525920/community-climate-adaptation-coordinator
https://careers.alaska.edu/en-us/job/525920/community-climate-adaptation-coordinator
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=7de56b96-15a5-4660-8c81-782450fbe9ae&ccId=19000101_000001&jobId=460230&lang=en_US
https://nwifc.org/gis-data-technician/
https://nisquallyhr.applicantpro.com/jobs/2811340.html
https://www.hoopa-nsn.gov/job/environmental-data-analyst-wetland-coordinator/
https://www.hoopa-nsn.gov/job/environmental-data-analyst-wetland-coordinator/
https://www.salary.com/job/yavapai-prescott-indian-tribe/environmental-protection-specialist/j202310211007521429437?utm_campaign=google_jobs_apply&utm_source=google_jobs_apply&utm_medium=organic

